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Mahatma Gandhiâ€™s grandson tells the story of how his grandfather taught him to turn darkness

into light in this uniquely personal and vibrantly illustrated tale that carries a message of peace.How

could heâ€”a Gandhiâ€”be so easy to anger? One thick, hot day, Arun Gandhi travels with his family

to Grandfather Gandhiâ€™s village. Silence fills the airâ€”but peace feels far away for young Arun.

When an older boy pushes him on the soccer field, his anger fills him in a way that surely a true

Gandhi could never imagine. Can Arun ever live up to the Mahatma? Will he ever make his

grandfather proud? In this remarkable personal story, Arun Gandhi, with Bethany Hegedus, weaves

a stunning portrait of the extraordinary man who taught him to live his life as light. Evan Turk brings

the text to breathtaking life with his unique three-dimensional collage paintings.
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Are you familiar with the concept of booktalking? Itâ€™s a technique librarians developed to get

people interested in books they might otherwise not pick up. The whole concept is to develop a kind

of movie trailer style talk that gives a sense of the bookâ€™s allure without giving up the plot.

Typically booktalking is done for middle grade and young adult works of fiction, but enterprising

souls have had a lot of luck with nonfiction as well. Now with an increased interest in nonfiction in



our schools itâ€™s more important than ever to make the books we hawk sound particularly good. It

doesnâ€™t hurt matters any when the books actually ARE good, though. Now letâ€™s say Iâ€™m

standing in front of a room of second and third graders with a copy of â€œGrandfather Gandhiâ€• in

my hands. How do I sell this book to them? Easy peasy. Some books practically booktalk

themselves. Hereâ€™s how you sell it:â€œHave any of you ever heard of Einstein? Yes? Heâ€™s

the guy that was a total genius. Now imagine youâ€™re his grandkid and youâ€™re not that smart.

Okay now, have any of you heard of the Beatles. Yes? Well imagine youâ€™re one of THEIR

grandkids . . . and youâ€™re bad at music. Now hereâ€™s the big one. Has anyone heard of

Gandhi? He was a great guy. He managed to free his country and stop a lot of oppression and he

did it without any violence at all. Martin Luther King Jr. got some of his ideas from Gandhi about

nonviolence. All right, well, now letâ€™s image you are Gandhi, the most peaceful man IN THE

WORLDâ€™s grandson. What if you get mad? Can you imagine what it would be like to have

everyone whispering every time you got a little steamed about something?â€•So there you go.

Quick. Simple. To the point.
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